
Classified, 6B
Legal notices, 6A
Sports, 1B

Friday forecast
OO

71 OO

Forecast, Page 2AMostly sunny
USPS No. 595-120USPS No. 595-120

3 Sections3 Sections

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

Mustang, Oklahoma Index Weather This month in history
In The Mustang News: June 15, 1989

State highway remains priority for legislator

http://twitter.com/MyMustangNews

Search for My Mustang News

91

THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2012  MUSTANGNEWS. INFO  50 CENTS

MOVING ON UP: Bronco baseball standout prepares for next level 1B

State Rep. Ross Duckett says expanding state Highway 152 to four lanes is
still high on his list of priorities as he runs for another term in the state
House of Representative.

Mustang News
For bicyclists pushing

through the Tour de Cure on
Saturday, victory isn’t necessar-
ily measured in miles.

“Many people will participate
in the Tour de Cure for the stim-
ulating competition, cama-
raderie and physical cycling
challenge,” event manager
Araine Cash said. “But the real
reward comes in knowing that

every mile they ride and every
dollar they raise brings us that
much closer to stopping this dis-
ease (diabetes) that affects 1 in
10 people in our community.”

Riders will start Saturday at
Mustang’s Wild Horse Park with
cyclists in the longest route
checking in at 6 a.m. Four
routes make up Tour de Cure:
the 62-Mile Metric Century, 48
miles, 30 miles and a 10-Mile
Fun Ride.

This is the fifth consecutive

year the American Diabetes
Association of Oklahoma City
has started the race in Mustang,
one of hundreds of races across
the country Saturday involving
more than 50,000 people.

Locally, Cash said she expect-
ed about 350 cyclists to ride
Saturday with more than 130
volunteers helping out. Many
will man rest stops along the
cycling routes with food and

Somewhere 

in

time
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Riders set off in a previous Tour de Cure. About 350 people
are expected to ride in this Saturday’s event, organizers said.

There’s a wheel, there’s a way
Tour de Cure comes down to one thing: Tackling diabetes

TOUR, PAGE 10A

By KYLE SALOMON 
ksalomon@mustangnews.info

Sheriff candidate
David Beaty is worried
plans under way to
expand the Canadian
County jail don’t go far
enough.

Canadian County
officials recently

sought financing for a
$4.5 million expansion
to build a 120-bed dor-
mitory, kitchen and
laundry after voters
turned down a plan to
divert part of a sales
tax to pay for a larger
jail addition.

Sheriff Randall
Edwards is seeking re-
election to oversee the
construction of a jail
expansion he helped
design and to continue
county efforts against
drugs.

When Edwards first
sought the office in 2008,
the state jail inspector
was a regular visitor to
the Canadian County
Jail, raising concerns as
the facility’s population
remained chronically
overcrowded. When he

Former MHS classmates stood
still as they listened to teacher Rita
Strubhar’s voice recorded 36 years
ago.

Strubhar was the senior class
sponsor in 1976, and she took history
teacher Billy Carmack’s idea to bury
a time capsule as a gift from the
Bicentennial class to the
Tricentennial class and ran with it.

Her former students opened that
time capsule 64 years earlier than
first planned during their reunion
Saturday in old city park. Workers
unearthed the metal box in 2011 as

Class of 1976
takes a peek
into its past

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info
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Beaty: Jail plan may
not go far enough

Edwards: Expansion
will keep prisoners here

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info

CLASS OF 1976 | TIME CAPSULE

Left, this Polaroid shot was found inside the
time capsule showing students holding a cere-
mony before they buried it on the Mustang High
School campus on May 21, 1976. Above, Lori
Brewer takes a photo of the time capsule’s con-
tents once the lid was removed Saturday. 



Mustang High School
students wrote letters in
1976 to their descendants
in the tricentennial class.

Here are excerpts from
some of the letters read
Saturday during the
classmates gathering in
old city park.

“My name is Curtis
Lee Brewer, and I am a

senior at Mustang High
School. I play football. I
am the captain of the
team. My grade point
average is 3.32, and I have
found that the last year of
school is a joke and costs
a lot of money … I would
like to be around when
you read this, but I don’t
think I will make it.”

Curtis Brewer

“This year I have found
out if you don’t brown

nose the teachers that
you don’t go very far or
get to do much. It is the
same way in jobs. If you
don’t know the right peo-
ple, you won’t get hired.

“All of the teachers
think about are tests all
of the time. There is
never time for children to
do work at home because
they always have to study.

“The guys here are not
very cute, and they prob-
ably think the same
about the girls. So when
everyone goes running
around they always go
into the city.

“To play sports you
have to practice during
school and after school

with the team. Then all of
the rest of the time you
practice by yourself.

“I don’t think I will get
very far without going to
college because I don’t
know the right people to
get the right job because
my parents are just plain
farmers.

“Stay cool,”
Lesa Griggs

“I am very scared as I
go out into the world. I
am not really a very reli-
gious person, but I
believe in and love God
very much.”

Tim Parsons

“Us teenagers think
Mustang is the deadest
town in Oklahoma. There
really isn’t much to do
here except drag the
Sonic.”

Rayma Baker
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drink. She said she
also expects a lot of
people to turn up
along the road to
cheer on the riders.

The Tour de Cure
is open to bicyclists
on all levels, Cash
said. “The race is
designed for anyone
who occasionally
rides their bicycle to
those who are com-
petitive, experienced
cyclists.”

But the bottom line
is diabetes.

“This event’s pur-
pose is to help pre-
vent and cure dia-
betes, and to make
the lives of those
who have this horri-
ble disease better,”
Cash said.

The routes will
extend south and
west of Mustang and
will affect areas in
the city near the park
at SW 59th Street and
North Mustang Road.
Residents in the
Mustang, Tuttle,
Minco and Pocasset
areas are encouraged
to be aware of
increased bicycle
traffic between 7 a.m.
and 3 p.m.

Online registration
is now open at dia-
betes.org/tourok. For
additional informa-
tion, call Cash at 840-
3881 ext. 6048.

820 S. Mustang Road
Yukon, OK 73099
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Mustang alumni
unearthed a recording
from their history
teacher Billy Carmack
from May 20, 1976.

Carmack made the
recording the day before
the time capsule was
sealed to include as a
message to the tricenten-
nial class to be heard in
2076.

On world peace:
Carmack describes

ongoing war in Lebanon
and the six-day war of
Israel in 1967. He talks
about his hopes for fledg-
ling democracies form-
ing among the former
colonies in “Black
Africa.”

The recording was
made one year after the
fall of Saigon, Vietnam,
on April 30, 1975.

“I would also imagine
in the year 2076, the
world would finally find
permanent world peace,”
Carmack said. “For 6,000
years we have tried and
failed. Our world organi-
zation today the United
Nations is not as effec-
tive as we would like it.
The great dream of
Woodrow Wilson I would
expect someday to be a
reality. People will devel-
op enough common
sense to realize the futili-
ty of war.”

On space travel:
Carmack predicts

within the century space
travel would become rou-
tine.

“I am sure in 2076, I
would imagine that space

travel will be very com-
mon,” he said. “Today, of
course it is a rare thing, a
couple of trips to the
moon, manned orbital
flights, things of this
sort. But I would imagine
in the year 2076 that
space travel would be as
common place as flying
the oceans today. I may
be wrong.”

On the 1976 election:
Carmack ponders the

future outcome of the
upcoming 1976 presiden-
tial election that took
place in the shadow of
the Watergate scandal.
Republican Richard
Nixon resigned on Aug.

9, 1974, and Gerald Ford
became president. Ford
pardoned Nixon.

“Our elections in
November, today it would
be anybody’s guess who
the next president would
be,” Carmack said. “My
personal preference
would be Hubert
Humphrey — a great
Democrat, many accom-
plishments. I would be
happy with Morris Udall
or even perhaps Jimmy
Carter. I would not be too
unhappy if Gerald Ford
is elected or re-elected in
November.

“I would find, though,
the election of Ronald

Reagan to be very dis-
tasteful. I think his phi-
losophy is not the philos-
ophy of the 20th Century,
and because of this I
would consider his elec-
tion to the presidency a
very, very damaging
thing to the country.”

Democrat Jimmy
Carter rose from a field
of 15 candidates, includ-
ing Udall, to win the pri-
mary. Humphrey had
considered a run but did
not enter the primary.
Ford defeated Reagan in
the Republican primary
but came up short in the
general election.

Carter won the elec-

tion with 297 electoral
college votes to Ford’s
240. Carter drew 40.8 mil-
lion votes, or 50.1 per-
cent, to narrowly win the
popular vote.

On Mustang:
Carmack describes his

hometown as a satellite
city and wishes for
Mustang to become more
independent in the
future.

“People who work in
Oklahoma City and live
in Mustang make up the
greater part of the popu-
lation, which I would say
is about 7,000 people,”
Carmack said. “I would
hope that someday
Mustang has more to jus-
tify its existence than
our exceptionally fine
school and as a bedroom
community for
Oklahoma City.”

On the nightlife:
Carmack tells the class

of 2076 the city’s mayor
George McWhirter is
grappling with a bingo
controversy. The
Mustang Jaycees volun-
teers wanted to hold a
bingo night in a nearby
town to raise money for
civic projects.

“There is a great deal
of opposition to this pri-
marily from the minis-
ters of our churches,”
Carmack said. “The
claim by some is that
bingo leads to nudity.
Mustang will become
another Las Vegas. I
rather doubt Mustang
will ever become another
Las Vegas. There is more
nightlife actually in
Wheatland.”

We have moved!!
(half mile east of Morgan Road)
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Voice from past speaks of future
CLASS OF 1976 | TIME CAPSULE

Jennifer Williams holds up a tape recorder as it plays a recording from Rita Strubhar,
her former English teacher. Strubhar placed the new tape recorder in the time cap-
sule so students in 2076 could listen to her recording and another from Billy
Carmack as they open the time capsule.

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info
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Students’ letters addressed to their descendants
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they started dirt work
for additions at Mustang
High School. School offi-
cials turned it over to
Lori Brewer for safe
keeping.

Curtis and Lori
Brewer kept it in their
garage for months with
their curiosity building.
The classmates decided
to hold a reunion and
walk down memory
lane.

The time capsule will
remain at the Mustang
Historical Society for
several weeks so the
community can view its
contents. Then it will be
resealed and protected
until the class of 2076
can receive their gift.

Strubhar’s tape was
the first object class-
mates uncovered. She
included a new tape
recorder in the time cap-
sule so future genera-
tions could still hear her
recording.

She tells the class of
2076 these items repre-
sent her students’ lives.

“It seemed like an easy
enough task until we
started thinking about
how long should we keep
this time capsule
closed,” she said. “At
first the students, the
kids, wanted to open it
in 50 years so they would
be there. In fact, that
was a great temptation.”

Classmates dug
through bags containing
jeans, T-shirts and toe
socks, records of Willie
Nelson and John Denver,
an Eagles eight-track,
old textbooks, posters
and a container of Tang
drink mix. Students
included art projects, pet
rocks and photo albums.

Students and promi-
nent community mem-
bers wrote letters to
their descendents.
Strubhar asks in her
recording that the future
not hold her, as the
English teacher, respon-

sible for their grammati-
cal mistakes because
they were placed into
the capsule unedited.

“We instead asked the
kids to tell us about their
lives, what they did,” she
said. “We observed what
they read, their lifestyle,
and from this we have
composed a time capsule
that we hope reflects the
life of a Mustang High
School senior of 1976.”

Alumni grinned as
they read their letters
and those of classmates
who weren’t able to

attend. Richard Gleave
told his classmates his
message was “short and
sweet.”

“Dear Mustang stu-
dents of 2076, be pre-
pared for the future and
be good — can’t be good,
then just don’t get
caught doing it,” he read
aloud to laughter.

Sue Baker uncovered a
nondescript envelope
labeled “HOT” that was
buried deep in the time
capsule. She opened it to
find a pair of bright pur-
ple lingerie with

“O’Dell” labeled on the
underwear in black let-
ters.

Lori Brewer, whose
maiden name is O’Dell,
swore they weren’t hers
as her classmates
laughed. No one present
owned up to the prank.

Many of the class-
mates stayed to listen to
the band Slingblade per-
form. The Class of 1976
has 136 members, and
Brewer said they have
remained close friends
through the years.

Capsule From Page 1A

H AVE Y O U
SEEN ME?

MISSING: time capsule monument

Class of 1976 alumni
are hunting for their
time capsule monu-
ment.

Lori Brewer said she
spoke with Mustang
school workers who
helped dig it up in 2011
as they prepared for
construction on the
Mustang High School
campus.

“It’s there some-
where,” she said. “We
will find it.”

The monument is
about 3-feet-tall and is
embellished with a
Bronco. It reads “This
time capsule has been
proudly placed here on
graduation day May 21,
1976, by the Mustang

High School Senior
Class of 1976.”

Students in the
Bicentennial class
planted their time cap-
sule expecting it to be
opened in 2076 by the
tricentennial class.
Instead, workers
unearthed it last year to
make way for new addi-
tions at the school and
gave it to Brewer for
safe keeping.

Before opening the
time capsule Saturday,
about 25 classmates
toured the new con-
struction on the cam-
pus.

“It’s unbelievable up
there,” she said. “It’s so
neat.”

Top, students placed textbooks, posters and momentos
from their lives in the time capsule. These are some of
the items uncovered. Above, classmates hold up a
Bicentennal flag found in the time capsule. Right,
Lori Brewer holds up a Bicentennial 7-Up bottle from
the time capsule. 


