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Conoco eyes Mustang for natural gas plant

The Conoco processing plant would have processed about 30 million
cubic feet of natural gas in a day and employed five people. It would
have been located on SW 59th Street between Czech Hall and Mustang
roads.
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Mustang parent Pam Sharp
is asking school officials to
reconsider their zero-toler-
ance policy. Her daughter

was suspended for the
2012-2013 school year. She
saw her 14-year-old struggle

with depression and isola-
tion, along with her atten-

tion deficit and hyperactivity
disorder, as she tried to

take online classes to com-
plete her freshman year.
Sharp said the situation

strained her family and wor-
ried about the pressures

facing youth who don't have
the same level of support.

Mustang parent Pam Sharp fought for
her 14-year-old daughter after she was
suspended last school year to get her
back on track.

It became a struggle her whole family
carried, and Sharp said she worried
about other youth who didn’t have her
daughter’s level of support.

“Zero tolerance is doing more harm
than good because you are taking these
children that you want to try and help
and salvage and saying, sorry, you

screwed up, so you are out. You are on
your own,” she said.

Sharp took her concerns to Mustang
School Board in May along with a 3-inch
binder of scholarly studies and reports
from the National Association of School
Psychologists, National Education
Association, the American Bar
Association, and others, finding zero-tol-
erance policies are taking a toll on youth.
Sharp said school officials seem recep-
tive to her concerns, and although she
was nervous, she felt she had to do some-

‘More harm than good’
Mother fighting school’s zero-tolerance policy

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info

Redlands officials
have until Aug. 16 to pre-
pare and present a
revised budget to state
regents, after it
was learned the
school has $1.1
million in
unpaid obliga-
tions.

That job will
sit squarely on
the shoulders of
Jack Bryant
who was tapped
to serve as inter-
im president of
Redlands Community
College last week by the
board of regents.

Regents unanimously
selected the Redlands
vice president during a
special meeting last
week. The action came
three days after the res-
ignation of longtime

president Larry Devane,
who left immediately fol-
lowing a June 24 meet-
ing.

Bryant is vice presi-
dent for work force and
economic development
at RCC.

As of press time, the
state agency had
not responded to
define what the
c o n s e q u e n c e s
would be if the
college missed the
deadline or sub-
mitted an unac-
ceptable budget.

Bryant, who has
served as
Redlands vice
president for

work force and economic
development since July
2004, said he would con-
tinue in that capacity as
he took on the college’s
presidential duties. He
also asked regents to pay
him at his current vice

Hard at work
Taz Root and Josh Jones open chutes from a grain semi-
truck as a farmer off loads his wheat harvest at the
Union City Banner Co-Op location. The area’s wheat har-
vest began winding down last week. See story, Page 3A.
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More than 1,100 people ate hot-
dogs with Mustang firefighters
on Saturday, as children played
Frisbee and the band Superfreak
rocked Wild Horse Park.

Deputy Chief Roy Widmann
said the crowd was among one of
the largest for the 44-year-old
Mustang tradition. The crowds
swelled to more than 3,300 by
dusk for the city’s fireworks spec-
tacle.

The event nearly broke even
with $4,800 in ticket sales.
Mustang city budgets $5,000 to
spend on the dinner, and another
$15,000 in city funds and dona-
tions bolstered the fireworks

Cooler temps help draw crowd

Firefighters supper and fireworks

SUPPER, PAGE 11A

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info
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Top, fireworks light up the sky Saturday night during to annual firefight-
ers supper and fireworks show at Wild Horse Park. Above, children tkae
a spin in old Engine No. 3.

RCC officials 
face looming
budget deadline

Revised figures due
by Aug. 16
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thing after her family’s experi-
ence.

‘It was wrong’
Sharp said her daughter, a for-

mer middle school cheerleader
and honor student, took her med-
ication for attention deficit and
hyperactivity disorder to school
at the end of September. She gave
four pills to another student,
Sharp said, which fell under the
district’s no tolerance policy for
drug distribution. The 14-year-old
was suspended for the school
year.

“We know it was wrong, and
there was definitely punishment
that needed to be dealt out for
that,” she said. “We completely
get that what she did is serious
and the wrong thing to do.”

Her daughter was given a
chance to enroll in online classes,
which she struggled with partial-
ly because of her ADHD, her
mother said. Her daughter
became frustrated and depressed
to the point that Sharp said she
was worried her child might
harm herself.

Luckily, with two former educa-
tor grandparents, the girl
received more guidance, and
Sharp told school officials about
her daughter’s ADHD diagnosis,
which allowed for a teacher to
visit a few times a week during
the second semester. Even though
she worked hard, she is still a few
credits shy of being classified as a
sophomore. Sharp said even
though her daughter is looking
forward to going back to school,
she is anxious.

“They basically took a kid who
was a good kid and isolated her to
the point that her opportunities
and options to socialize were so
limited,” her mother said.

As Sharp read more about the
effects of zero-tolerance policies,
she learned of instances where
disadvantaged youth lost one of
the only secure places in their
lives and a source of meals
through the free and reduced
breakfast and lunch programs.
The studies show these youth are
at greater risk of dropping out
and later being convicted of
crime.

Right to due process
Superintendent Sean McDaniel

said school officials cannot dis-
cuss a case relating to students
due to confidentiality.

“Our number one priority and
responsibility as a school district
is to protect kids and protect
employees,” he said. “Hopefully
all school district policies have
that theme.”

Investigations in schools start
with principals and assistant
principals interviewing those
involved and deciding punish-
ment. Parents can appeal those
decisions to the deputy superin-
tendent, and then to the district’s
independent hearing officer, who
has been designated by the school
board.

While the superintendent isn’t
part of the appeals, McDaniel
said he spoke with a half dozen
parents seeking due process. He
said it is school policy for admin-
istrators to explain these steps to
parents and also give them the
directions in writing.

“One of the jobs of the school
district is to protect due process
rights … many of our families
have gone through every step,” he
said.

Reviewing policies
Mustang school officials take a

close look at the district’s policies
and procedures each summer as
they revise the school handbook,
and McDaniel said he will ask for
a review of discipline and long-
term suspensions. He said he
wants to make sure educators are
doing what they can to support
students facing discipline while
also maintaining security at cam-
puses.

“I think our responsibility is to
take care of kids, even kids who
make bonehead decisions,” he
said.

There are behaviors McDaniel
said school officials cannot toler-
ate because they jeopardize the
safety of others. He said they can-
not tolerate violence, drugs and
alcohol, or bringing weapons or
contraband to campuses.

“Good kids make poor deci-
sions, and there will be conse-
quences,” he said.

Zero From Page 1A

A worker in the 900 block of East state
Highway 152 reported a man walked
through an empty register carrying two
car speakers and left without paying.

Estimated loss is $200.
A resident in the 900 block of South

Lakehoma Drive reported she paid $1,850
to a worker to trim her trees. The person

started on the work and then left.
The resident called her bank and found

the check had already been cashed.
April 12

A resident in the 100 block of South
Lake Park Drive reported someone took
her generator from her back porch. Loss is
$300.

Police From Page 2A

show. The remaining funds
will be used by the Mustang
Firefighters Association to
buy equipment.

With temperatures in the
90s, it was one of the coolest
nights for the firefighterss’
Independence Day celebra-
tion in at least a decade, he
said.

Several first-timers for
the event joined many in
making a new family tradi-
tion. Pam Silk relaxed with
her two young granddaugh-
ters on a blanket in the
grass, watching them play.

“Aren’t they cute?” she
asked.

Nearby, Misty Romero
reminisced with her family
about a childhood gymnas-
tics performance at the sup-
per nearly 30 years ago.
Although she lives in
Texas, she said she always
comes home and brings her
children to visit their
grandparents and attend
the supper. It’s their tradi-
tion, she said.

A few picnic blankets
over, Richard Halter tossed
a Frisbee with his twin
grandsons Dillon and
Jackson Clymer. Since mov-
ing to Mustang 20 years
ago, he said the firefighter’s
supper has become a spe-
cial time for his family.

He said he enjoys being a
grandfather.

“I can stir them up and
send them home,” he said
and laughed.

As families visited and
listened to the band

Superfreak, Mustang fire-
fighters took turns rap-
pelling out of the bucket of
the ladder truck, which was
extended several stories
into the air. Firefighter
Dave Schacher dangled
upside down from the rope
as the crowds applauded.

Children climbed into
helicopters brought by a
local television news crew
and the Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture,
Food and Forestry
Investigations Division.
Youth shook hands with a

bomb disposal robot
brought by Oklahoma
Highway Patrolman
Jeremy Allread.

Children played on a
bungee trampoline ride and
bounced on giant inflatable
slides and obstacle courses.

Widmann said no
injuries were reported dur-
ing the event. Although a
few brought along their per-
sonal fireworks to use in
the park, most followed the
rules during the supper.

Supper From Page 1A

Above, Jazmin Pitchford
takes a look inside the
Oklahoma Department of
Agriculture, Food and
Forestry Investigation
Division helicopter. Right,
Johnathan Sprague rappels
from the top bucket of the
ladder truck in a demonstra-
tion.
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