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Rowley angry with Southwestern Bell
Superintendent B.F. Rowley invited three television
news reporters to his office, and their film rolled as he
called telephone officials. He told company workers to
either fix the phones or take them out. http://twitter.com/MyMustangNewsSearch for My Mustang News
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School district doubles
down on defibrillators

Canadian County employees
will see a little extra in their pay-
checks after Commissioners
approved an estimated $12.8 mil-
lion county budget last week.

Commissioners adopted the
2011-2012 fiscal year budget Friday
after County Clerk Shelley

Dickerson melded together depart-
ments’ estimates of needs with
Commissioners’ stated priorities,
to come up with a compromise
solution.

“Shelley’s really the one who
accomplished this,” District 1
Commissioner Phil Carson said.

Employees countywide will
receive a 3-percent cost-of-living
increase under the new budget.
The plan also features a reserve of
15 percent, of which 10 percent is
statutorily required and an addi-

tional 5 percent is set aside for
emergencies or for carry-over to
the next fiscal year.

A new account was also created
in the budget — a capital improve-
ments savings plan. The improve-
ments account was funded for fis-
cal year 2011-2012 at $510,070, and
that money is expected to be used
for improvements to county prop-
erties. District 2 Commissioner
David Anderson said a solution to
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Elmo Mitchell and Melvin Masengale load fresh
carrots into the Loaves and Fishes food pantry
cooler.

Elmo Mitchell packs the Loaves and Fishes’
refrigerator full of chocolate milk from the
Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma.
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Feeding
families

Loaves and Fishes
Food Pantry volun-
teers started with just
a trickle of families
needing help. In the
past few months, the
floodgates opened.

Chuck Arnold said
the ministry is help-
ing to feed about 50
families per week,
which is about as
many as the volun-
teers saw in a month
last summer. He esti-
mated at least 80 per-
cent of those seeking
help live in the

Church’s program
putting food on
table for 200 homes

LOAVES, PAGE 2A

Church
invests in
schools

A Mustang
church has an-
swered school offi-
cials’ “leap of
faith” with a
$25,000 donation
to help support a
new full-day
kindergarten pro-
gram.

Bridge AG Pas-
tor Jim McNabb

Mustang schools will
double its number of
automated external

defibrillators this fall
and train more faculty
on how to use them.

Mustang School
Board members ap-
proved $36,000 to buy
the portable defibrilla-
tors. Deputy Super-
intendent Belinda

Riding to the rescue

Fourteen-year-old
Jessie Clough faced
wrangling 20 horses,
three goats and four
dogs to safety last week
as flames whipped clos-
er to her Mustang-area
home.

Miles away, stuck at
her new veterinary
practice, her mother
Cammie Clough start-
ed calling everybody
she knew with horse
trailers to help with
the mass evacuation.
Friend after friend
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Jessie Clough, Melodie Turk, Arva Rogers, Lori
Loveless, Aubrey Mayfield and Madison Badillo ride
during practice last week. Jessica's teammates came

to her family's rescue during the Aug. 1 grassfire,
helping to evacuate 18 horses from their property
south of Mustang.

Area youth calls for help as flames threaten
By CAROLYN COLE

ccole@mustangnews.info

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info

RESCUE, PAGE 12A

INVEST, PAGE 6A

By CAROLYN COLE
ccole@mustangnews.info

Canadian County employees to get pay boost
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Employees to get 3-percent
cost-of-living increase
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Bridle Path brought home three national titles in June at the Super Ride in Tyler,
Texas.

Board member
champions need for
life-saving equipment
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READY
TO ROLL

MHS softball in rebuilding year with
seasoned underclassmen, Page 1B
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Mustang School District.
“It gets a little scary

sometimes wondering if
we have enough food to go
around, but so far we have
been able to meet the
demand,” he said.

Arnold took the idea to
start the pantry to the
leadership in his church
in March 2010, and the
Bridge AG congregation
embraced it. Within
months, the church broke
ground on a 3,000-square-
foot building to house the
pantry, which opened in
time for Thanksgiving.

Loaves and Fishes is a
little different from other
food pantries operating in
the area. In other
pantries, volunteers pack
boxes filled with nonper-
ishable foods to give to
families. Melvin
Masengale said Loaves
and Fishes volunteers
started out that way when
they were working out of
a small classroom inside
the church. Having their
own building allowed vol-
unteers to change their
tack.

Instead, volunteers

reorganized more like a
grocery store where fami-
lies can pick out their
foods. The church leaders
also committed to be
Oklahoma Regional Food
Bank partners, allowing
the Bridge AG to order
groceries from the food
bank at a discounted cost
to make sure Loaves and
Fishes’ shelves stay
stocked.

This partnership also
allows Loaves and Fishes
access to fresh and frozen
vegetables, fresh fruit,
milk, frozen chicken and
bread. Masengale said
they load a walk-in freez-
er and refrigerator to the
ceiling after each ship-
ment. If the pantry has a
need, he said it would be
to expand refrigerator
and freezer space.

“It’s a ministry we felt
was important enough to
invest in the building and
the people,” he said.

The Loaves and Fishes
pantry opens from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m Thursdays to
give out food. Arnold said
they have no residency
restrictions, and volun-
teers try not to turn any-
one away. Families are
limited to getting food
once a month.

Arnold said many are
mothers trying to feed
their families and parents
searching for a job or who
had to take a lower-paying
job after finding them-
selves laid off. Senior citi-
zens on a fixed income are
seeking help balancing
the rising cost of food
with medical expenses.
Arnold said several told
him they are weighing

whether to buy medicine,
pay their electric bill or
buy food to eat.

“Due to the economy
and those kinds of things,
we have seen a major
increase — a lot of hurt-
ing families,” he said.

Loaves and Fishes vol-
unteers know their efforts
are making a difference,
Masengale said. Some of
their recipients have left
the pantry with tears in
their eyes, or have come
up and quietly thanked
him. He said he knows a
handful of those receiv-
ing assistance are proba-
bly taking advantage of
the pantry, but for many,
it’s making a difference
for their families.

Masengale said he loves
knowing he was able to
help. Loaves and Fishes
has 15 core volunteers and
about 40 more who help
out.

Volunteer Mittie Ellis
said she sees helping at
Loaves and Fishes as a
way she can give back.

“There was a time when
we needed help, and there
were people who helped
us. My husband and I felt
this is one way we could
give back to other people,
and that comes from the
heart.”

Other efforts
Mustang Kiwanis have

run a food pantry for
more than two decades to
feed their community.
Volunteer Glen Muse said
at one point the
Kiwanians were feeding
around 16 families per
week, but recently that
has slackened back to an
average of 12 per week.

He said he believes the
decrease is related to the
growth of Loaves and
Fishes and other church-
es’ efforts to build their
own pantries.

The Kiwanis relies on
donations of money and
nonperishable goods to
continue their efforts.
Their community garden
group has taken off, and
Muse said the gardeners
yield fresh vegetables to
give out through the
pantry.

The Kiwanis requires
those receiving aid to live
in the Mustang School
District, and each family
can receive one food bas-
ket per month.

Muse said he believes
there is probably some
overlap between families
seeking help at multiple
pantries. But if parents
can better feed their chil-
dren, he said he thinks
that could be a good thing.

“If you have a family of
three kids, especially if
you are a single mom, our
box of groceries won’t do
for very long,” he said.

Benevolence fund
Mustang churches con-

tribute to the Mustang
Ministerial Alliance’s
benevolence fund, which
helps residents in need
with utility bills and gaso-
line to get to work or job
interviews.

MMA Treasurer Jim
Harris said the fund is
helping a couple of people
each week and is holding
its own right now.

“It will be drained prior
to fall, that’s for sure,” he
said.

Harris also offers fami-
lies food and clothes from
Clear Springs Free Will
Baptist Church’s pantry
and clothes closet.

But what concerns him
more is that recently he is
seeing families who are
coming to him facing
homelessness. Harris said
one family had lost their
home and could no longer
stay with friends or fami-
ly. He tried checking area
shelters, but they were
full.

“It’s awful,” Harris
said. “That’s the thing,
when you are faced with
it, what do you do next?”
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Mittie Ellis said she wanted to volunteer with Loaves
and Fishes because her own family had faced tough
times in the past. She said Loaves and Fishes is a way
she can give back.
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Santhamma Samuel unpacks spaghetti to restock Loaves and Fishes shelves. The food pantry is open Thursday nights. 



the county’s jail needs is
at the top of the list.

“We need a jail — we’re
in a crisis situation, and
we need to begin to identi-
fy revenue for a jail,”

Anderson said. “We also
have other major needs,
like fairgrounds and park-
ing.”

In the last two years,
the budget meetings have

been marked by conflict.
This year, the budget

talks focused in part on
the sheriff ’s estimate of
needs, as well as the
amount proposed for out-

of-county prisoner hous-
ing.

Edwards requested
$605,000 more be taken
out of the county general
fund to finance his opera-
tions. Although that
amount did not increase
the department’s budget,
the proposal would
change a long-standing
procedure of paying regu-
lar expenses through the
sheriff ’s cash account.

Since Edwards took
office — as was the case
when Lewis Hawkins was
sheriff — several employ-
ees were paid with the
sheriff ’s cash funds.
Those funds are com-
prised of monies seized in
drug seizures, fines, fees
and other non-reoccur-

ring revenues.
Last year, the sheriff

chose to transfer all of his
employee payroll to the
county general fund, pay-
ing the balance of his
other expenses — for both
his office and the county
jail — with cash funds.

“You’re making me
operate completely —
except for my payroll —
out of my cash funds, and
I’ve given you informa-
tion showing you that’s
not legal,” Edwards said.
“Maybe this is something
for the court to decide.”

Anderson and District 3
Commissioner Jack
Stewart also took issue
with the sheriff budget-
ing money to house 70
prisoners in other coun-

ties. With a 72-person
capacity in the Canadian
County Jail Edwards said
he keeps about 80 percent
of that total in the jail, to
allow for fluctuations in
jail populations.

Anderson and Stewart
said Edwards should be
keeping the county’s jail
fully occupied, which
they said would then min-
imize out-of-county hous-
ing costs. The pair sug-
gested dropping the bud-
geted cost from the
$511,000 proposed by
Edwards to about
$380,000.

“If you needed more,
you could always come
back to us,” Anderson
said. “But I don’t think
the county should pay for
20 percent empty beds.”

In the end, Dickerson’s
plan, which balanced the
budget, provided for the
entire $511,000 out-of-
county funding request,
as well as moving a por-
tion of costs historically
paid by the sheriff ’s
department’s cash
account to the county’s
general fund. Commiss-
ioners unanimously
passed the budget.

Boost From Page 1A
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Dirt Work Available

answered, telling her
Jessie already called
them, and they were on
their way.

“Over 30 people came,”
Jessie said. “I almost
cried.”

Most everyone who
came to Jessie’s rescue
are friends from Bridle
Path 4-H Riding Club.
Clough started the group
about four years ago — at
first working with youth
who shared her love for
horses and interest in vet-
erinary medicine. The
group grew into a mixed-
age drill team with par-
ents riding alongside
their children.

Clough said Bridle Path
is an extended family, and
the parents have always
placed more value on
friendships and commu-
nity than competition.
She said she’s grateful to
the parents and teens who
came to her daughter’s
aid Aug. 1.

Flames licked over
Clough’s fence but
stopped before eating into
her trails and pasture-
land.

“I don’t know how you
feel about God, but I think
God protected my girls
and their horses and what
we do here,” she said. “It
just stopped. It’s just
amazing.”

Forming Bridle Path
Clough watched for

three years as her daugh-
ter and her friends rode
and competed with the
Freedom Riders. She said
she just wasn’t satisfied
sitting in the stands — she
wanted to ride herself.

So, she considered join-
ing the Canadian Valley
Rangerettes, which have

both youth and adult
teams. But Clough said
she found the same dissat-
isfaction with riding on
separate teams that she
felt when barrel raced
with Jessie’s older sib-
lings.

Riding was becoming
something she and her
daughter did separately,
not really being together.
Clough talked to some
other parents and found
they had similar feelings.
So they formed Bridle
Path riding club, which
gradually birthed its own
drill team.

“We have parents who
can ride right beside their
child, and we can do
themes together,” she
said.

Bridle Path’s mixed
teams dig into fairy tales
for a Red Riding Hood rou-
tine and a western-style
Snow White drill. Riders

compete as part of youth
teams and mixed youth-
adult teams.

Bridle Path riders took
on 28 events in July in the
Duncan Red Dirt Ride.
They won three national
titles and four reserve
titles in June during the
Super Ride in Tyler,
Texas.

“It’s an amazing thing
to get up there and run
around with these kids in
patterns,” Clough said.
“It’s just so much fun.”

Anyone can ride
Bridle Path is one of

few riding clubs that
doesn’t require youth to
try out. Clough and the
team will teach anybody
to ride.

They don’t even need
their own horse.

Clough said all a youth
needs is the interest and
determination, and she
will find a way so they

can ride.
“When I was a kid grow-

ing up I went to a barn,
and I begged to do chores
to ride horses,” she said.
“So now I am in a position
to turn that back.”

Clough owns 18 horses
— two of the equines on
her property her family is
boarding for teammates.
Many of her horses came
to her through rescues,
and she retrained and
rehabilitated them.

When she can, Clough
finds rescued horses new
homes. Others become a
part of her family and
Bridle Path.

Some youth help
Clough with chores to pay
back for their rides, and
parents help with the ani-
mal’s feed costs.
Sometimes, riders will
train on their own horse
and one of Clough’s
equines to use as a back

up for competitions.
“When the team horses

were at risk, the kids
came over here and got
those horses out of here,”
she said. “Some of those
kids are very bonded with
those horses.”

Growing up 
in Bridle Path
Stasha Ryland is the

first Bridle Path rider to
graduate high school and
go off to college. After her
freshman year, she
returned to Bridle Path to
help this summer. It felt
natural, she said, because
Bridle Path is her family.

Clough made a role for
her.

“She let me continue to
ride on the drill team even
though I hadn’t had much
practice and hadn’t been
here with the team,”
Ryland said. “She still put
me in a position that I
could ride with them and
help them out.”

Ryland said she always
wanted to be a veterinari-
an. Her father introduced
her to Clough when she
was 10. Her experiences
watching Clough work
and being in Bridle Path
cemented her career path.
Now she is majoring in
veterinary medicine at
Oklahoma State
University.

“She has helped me
since I was little,” Ryland
said. “It’s just helped me
to expand my opportuni-
ties to become a veterinar-
ian and make me want to
do it even more.”

Another Bridle Path
rider Kelly Bergin is leav-
ing this week to attend
Baylor University. Bergin
said she’s going to miss
the community she found

in Bridle Path.
She said Bridle Path is

more than riding — it’s
also learning about eques-
trian science and compet-
ing in the 4-H quiz bowls.
Bergin said she’ll miss
working with her team-
mates the most and being
with their families at bar-
becues, pool parties, pony
rides, trail rides and play
days.

“It was an amazing feel-
ing of community out
here,” she said.

Being a 
Bridle Path parent 
Randy Badillo never

expected to ride drill. He
certainly would never
have cast himself as one
of Snow White’s dwarves.

Until a few months ago,
he rode along Clough’s
paths and watched the
team from a far.

“They decided they
needed one more person,
and Cammie informed me
I was it,” he said and
laughed. “So these guys
really helped me along 100
percent. I did not know
what I was doing.”

At first his daughter
Madison was “mortified,”
but once she got over it,
Badillo said he had fun
learning how to ride in
the drill alongside her.

“I won’t say love it,
because I think these girls
actually love it,” he said.
“I like it.”

Clough said she loves
Bridle Path — she loves
being with the teens and
fostering their love of rid-
ing and horses.

“I have done most
everything you can do
with a horse, and this is
the most fun I have ever
had,” she said.

Rescue From Page 1A

Steve Wittrock, Cammie Clough and Dylan Gore ride during a recent Bridle Path prac-
tice. Clough formed Bridle Path mixed drill team because she wanted to ride with her
daughter and she said she loves to work with youth. 


